Loftus and Palmer

Experiment 1
Aim
The aim of this study was to investigate
how information supplied after an event,
influences a witness's memory for that
event.

Procedure

The participants ver 2 «lL students of the University of
Wachinrtna. They were eacn shown seven film-clips of traffic
azcilenws. The clips \wvere chort excerpts from safety films
riade for drivvcr 2ducation. The clips ranged from 5 to 30
second< larq.

Following each clip, the students were asked to write an
account of the accident they had just seen. They were also
asked to answer some specific questions but the critical
question was to do with the speed of the vehicles involved in
the collision.

There were five conditions in the experiment (each with nine
participants) and the independent variable was manipulated
by means of the wording of the questions.

For example: 'About how fast were the cars going when they
contacted each other?'

The basic question was therefore 'About how fast were the
cars going when they ***** each other?'. In each condition, a
different word or phrase was used to fill in the blank. These
words were; smashed, collided, bumped, hit, contacted.

The entire experiment lasted about an hour and a half and a
different ordering of the films was presented to each group of
participants.

The dependent variable was the speed estimates given by the
participants.




