
A* ANALYSIS OF THE POEM NETTLES 

Explains the 

relationship between 

the narrator and 

character of the 

poem. 

The word ‘bed’ 

contrasts with the 

word nettle, 

because bed is a 

sign of comfort 

whereas a nettle is a 

sign of discomfort 

and paint. Metaphor-

soldiers/war 

Metaphor 

Personification 

Fierce imagery 

Metaphor-Soliders/War 

Metaphor-Solders/War 

A turning point - Hints 

that something in the 

poem is going to 

change. 

First line starts with the same phrase 

- Emphasise relationship? 
An everyday thing 

This whole section has taken 

a turn after the turning point 

word ‘but’ and now has a 

much more casual and calm 

tone to the poem, which 

contrasts with the first half 

of the poem which was 

constantly hinting towards 

war/soldiers/fight/death. 

The poem has an iambic pentameter on every other line – 10 syllables on every other line. This could 

represent the marching of the soldiers or that the rhythm represents an everyday repetitive thing which 

the narrator comes back to at the end of the poem. 

The poem also has an A-B rhyming scheme which could also suggest at the points above. 

There seems to be a lot of enjambment in the poem (where the sentence doesn’t finish on that line but 

runs over to the other side. This could suggest at the story of the poem being just a simple anecdote more 

than a poem. 
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