
Asexual reproduction requires only one parent organism and results in genetically identi-

cal offspring (like a clone). Since there is no mixing of genetic information required and organisms don’t need to 
spend time finding a mate, populations can increase rapidly due to asexual reproduction. The downside? If an or-
ganism reproduces asexually, its population is usually best suited for one specific habitat, giving all members the 

same vulnerabilities to disease or predators. 

While asexual reproduction is typically reserved for unicellular organisms and plants, there are several members of 
the animalia kingdom that reproduce asexually.1 Some can even combine or alternate between both sexual and 
asexual reproduction depending on the circumstances, a helpful tool to share advantages and disadvantages that 

come with the lack of genetic diversity. 

Features of Asexual Reproduction 
 
 In asexual reproduction, only one parent is involved. 

 The process of this reproduction is instant as compared to sexual reproduction. 

 There is no involvement of gamete formation and fertilization. 

 Offspring growth is rapid in asexual reproduction. 

 There is no variation in this reproduction, as offspring organisms are carbon copies of their parents. 
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