
The	  Method	  of	  Sec,ons	  	  
•  Also,	   the	   member	   forces	   acDng	   on	   one	   part	   of	   the	   truss	   are	  

equal	  but	  opposite	  to	  those	  acDng	  on	  the	  other	  part—Newton’s	  
third	  law.	  
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•  If,	  however,	   the	  free-‐body	  diagram	  in	  Fig.	  6–15c	   is	  considered,	  

the	  three	  support	  reacDons	  Dx,	  Dy	  and	  Ex	  will	  have	  to	  be	  known,	  
because	   only	   three	   equaDons	   of	   equilibrium	   are	   available.	  
(This,	  of	   course,	   is	  done	   in	   the	  usual	  manner	  by	  considering	  a	  
free-‐body	  diagram	  of	  the	  en+re	  truss.)	  	  
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