
Note 1 - the graph shows a steady rise in 
global temperature.

Note 2 - since 1860 this 
temperature rise has only been 

about 1°C

Note 3 - There have also 
been cooler than average 

years.

Note 4 -the y axis does not 
show the actual temperature -
it shows the difference from 

the average!
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PHYSICAL 2 - VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS

• Eruptions of volcanoes 
can throw millions of 
tonnes of ash,dust and 
sulphur dioxide into 
the atmosphere.

• This produces aerosols
that can reduce the 
amount of sunlight 
reaching the earth.

• This can lead to a 
temporary cooling of 
the earth.
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http://earth.nullschool.net/#current/wind/isobaric/1000hPa/orthographic=20.27,-96.23,333 
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Environmental 
campaigners all 
over the world are 
demanding cuts in 
CO2 emissions. 
Here Greenpeace 
uses a light display 
to get its message 
across.
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BURNING FOSSIL FUELS

Photo chemical smog in Beijing, China.
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HUMAN 2 - INCREASED METHANE

The huge increase in world population and in the area of 
land given over to crops in general and to rice production 
in particular, has led to a rapid rise in global methane 
production. Farmland for rice has doubled in 45 years.
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Exam questions and advice. 

ATMOSPHERE
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Protecting forests, wetland and peat 
bogs, which help to store carbon.

Peat is associated with many 
wetlands, and stores huge quantities 
of carbon. It is estimated that 
around 1,600 million tonnes of carbon
are stored in peat soils in Scotland.

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has 
announced funding of more than 
£2.4m in an effort to stop further  
decline.
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