» Talk with a fricnd or with your teacher. Another person may be able to imagine
counterarguments that haven't occurred to you.

+ Consider your conclusion or claim and the premises of your argument and imagine
someone who denies each of them, For example, if you argued "Cats make the best pets.
This is because they are clean and independent,” you might imagine someone saying
"Cats do nol make the best pets. They are dirty and needy."

Once you have thought up some counterarguments, consider how you will respond to them—will
you concede that your opponent has a point but explain why vour audience should nonetheless
accept your argument? Will you reject the counterargument and explain why it is mistaken?
Either way, you will want to leave your reader with a sense that your argument is stronger than
Opposing arguments.

When you are summarizing opposing arguments, be charitable. Present each argument fairly and
objectively, rather than trying to make it look toolish. You want to show that you have seriously
considered the many sides of the issue and that you arc not simply attacking or caricaturing your
opponents.

It 1s usually better to consider one or two serious counterarguments in so. er%hm

give a long but superficial list of many different countemmumcn

countcrargument changes your puslm and revise your original
argument accordingly. (

AdipeN e s a@e

Audience is a very important consideration in argument. A lifetime of dealing with your family
members has helped you figure out which arguments work best to persuade each of them. Maybe
whining works with one parent, but the other will only accept cold, hard statistics. Your kid
brother may listen only to the sound of money in his palm. It’s usually wise to think of your
audience in an academic setting as someone who is perfectly smart but who doesn't necessarily
agree with you. You arc not just expressing your opinion in an argument ("It's truc because 1 said
sa”), and in most cases your audience will know something about the subject at hand —so you
will need sturdy prool. At the same time, do not think of your audience as clairvoyant, You have
lo come out and state both vour claim and your evidence clearly. Do not assume that because the
instructor knows the material, he or she understands what part of it you are using, what you think
about it, and why you have taken the position you've chosen.

Be sure that your reply is consistent with vo \N& t Il' considering a

Critical reading

Critical reading is a big part of understanding argument. Although some of the material you read
will be very persuasive, do not fall under the spell of the pnnted word as authorily. Very few of

your instructors think of the texts they assign as the last word on the subject. Remember that the
author of cvery text has an agenda, something that he or she wants you to believe. This is OK—



