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Species that share common characteristics are
grouped as a genus. Different groups of genus,
called genera, that share characteristics are grouped

- as a family and so on up to the level of the kingdom.

The table below shows the relationships between the different groups for the animal kingdom and
shows how the African lion is classified within these groups.
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In the animal kingdom, the phylum, chordsta includes all animals that have a supporting rod like
structure going up the back of the body. In vertebrates this forms the backbone.

As each classification level is subdivided to the next level the organi'sms increasiﬁgly share similar
characteristics. This process decreases the number of organisms in each classification level. So a
kingdom has the biggest number of organisms and the level species has the least number of

organisms.




