
Keys

Keys are used to identify organisms. Keys are a series of questions, based on the characteristics ofthe

organisms you are trying to identi$t.

By answering more and more questions you narrow down your options further until you are left with one

possible species your organism could be.

Example

A pupil saw the following living things in a pond.

Frog water lily dragonfly fish

Use the key provided to work out what each organism is.

QI. Can the organism produce its own food? YES B.. If NO goto question 2.

3.Q2. Does the organism have six legs? YES If NO go to qu

(23. Does the organism have gills? YES . F IS K , then it's a .
Fjo

Pupil Task

QI. Design a key for the five classes of vertebrate, by asldng four questionS.

pose the
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Q2. What is the phylum called-for vertebrates? Explain your answer.
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