
Classification according to Hydraulic Design 

 Overflow Dam 

  Permitted to carry surplus discharge over its crest. 

 Some length of dam is kept at lower height than the remaining 

one. Generally called a spill way .They are made up of materials 

which will not be eroded by discharge. 

  Many times overflow & non-overflow dams are combined to 

form a composite single structure.   
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Classification according to Structural Behavior 

 Gravity Dams 

  It is masonry or concrete dam which resists the external 

forces acting on it by its own weight. They may be straight or 

curve in plan. Expensive to build, but more durable. Well adapted 

for use as an spillway, can be constructed of any height, requires 

least maintenance. 

 e.g. Bhakra, Aswan, Roosevelt, Moover. 
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Dams and earthquakes 
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Dams and climate change 
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