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Estates Satire
A ringe of fale Fanrteenti-centiry peets practise a dromd satire designed 1o address w
wilicize each coder of seciety. Estaes satize. . both sinveys anc mplicitly mldresses the
whole nation, cmosved ns a setof acTupalions o estnles,

James Simpson, Refoem and Culiwral Revolution (Oxford: Oxford University Press,

20006), p, 1446,
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Sinners Boware' (¢.0200), Aw Ofd Englisk Mivcetlony, e, zr.__:.:. Morris (London;
ritbner, 1872}, pp.89-113.

Rex sine sapimcin
Eolscepus sine dodzing,
Roonivns sine consilia,
Mulier sine castitae
Mules sine prolsitale.
huckex sine iusticns,
Diues sine elemosing,
Popclus sine lege.
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Acolescens gine chedizncin, The Yowsig Goan without odedicnce.
“Duodecim abusivis (Twelve abuses)' (c.1400%, Histortons Poenes af the XEVik awd XV
Ceninvies, ed. Rossell Hope Robbins ¢London: Oxford University Press, 1959), p.232.
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O ( .;Q.a.m_n Pilgrim
Yo [ 2 Cr e impression it many resdess, 190 much infuzsnoed by Chaocer's brilliant
‘é::..___:...an. el o regard bis fanous pilerimage te Canterbury s significant net
hocause it is a great fiction, b Leenuse i seems to ke a remarkable mecerd of & fourteentl-
noary pilgeimage. 30 we e il o mareny as such there are goieg 10 be certain
ualtics anomg the elements the: mpke uft the fiction, Perhis first among these elements
1 fictionn! reporter, Chanees e pilgrin, and the role he plavs i the Preloeue 1o the
erbary Tales and in the links Between them, | tiink i1 e that he wis rescued from
promaralively dull reeced of histoey and om back into his pocm. He is vol really
g the poct .. They bere & close resemblance 1o oae another, wad, indsed, they
:g 2ot wogether in the same body, Bt s does net excuss us from Kacpang tham
distAAYrom ane mother, difficult 13 ther case resemblissoe makes cur task,
E. T Donaldson, ‘Chancer the Pllgrim®, PAFEA 69 (1954), p.929,

\Ue varrator is a writer and o pitgrim, kot that sill doesn’t tell e at kis pcunl

s ot incubitzbly Chamces, or a civil servant, ar a countice, ar  ole-t LOf iy
obwinus carecr pech: he's not ever: lnbelled by ks marital satus

Katharine Wilson, "“What Man Arton™, Chorcoer’s Piigrims, ed. Laura C. Lambdin

and RT, Lumbdin (Westport: Groenwood Press, 1996), p3aY,



