
ŵaŶǇ of Shakespeare͛s reŶoǁŶed ǁorks like ͚Roŵeo aŶd Juliet͛ aŶd ͚A 
Midsuŵŵer Night͛s Dreaŵ͛. This idea plaǇs a sigŶifiĐaŶt role iŶ 
intensifying the infaŵous persoŶalitǇ of ShǇloĐk͛s- the antagonist who 

Đreates the ͚ďoŶd͛ that ǀirtuallǇ iŵprisoŶs AŶtoŶio, and the 

overprotective father of Jessica. Being born into a Jewish household, 

Jessica has indeed been taught to possess hatred for Christians but, her 

falling for a Christian man-Lorenzo- is rather unexpected. This sudden 

twist in tale creates an ironic and comic relief to the drama as a whole; 

the irony is due to the central theme itself being based on the conflict 

ďetǁeeŶ a ͚Jeǁish͛ ŵoŶeǇleŶder aŶd a ͚ChristiaŶ͛ ŵerĐhaŶt. 

   GroǁiŶg up as ShǇloĐk͛s oŶlǇ faŵilǇ, oŶe ŵight assuŵe JessiĐa as a 
girl who is spoilt and constantly showered with love and affection by 

her father but, her introduction as a character of the play itself states 

otherwise for she clearlǇ eǆĐlaiŵs ͚Our house is hell͛- this leaves an 

impression of how she might possibly be treated at home by her father. 

  AĐt Ϯ SĐeŶe ϯ iŶtroduĐes JessiĐa aŶd LoreŶzo͛s loǀe storǇ. ͚AŶd, 
LaŶĐelot, sooŶ at supper shalt thou see LoreŶzo…Giǀe hiŵ this letter, 
do it seĐretlǇ͛, she orders ShǇloĐk͛s serǀaŶt- her confidant. The word 

͚seĐretlǇ͛ aĐts as a gateǁaǇ to the ironic yet climatic finish to this 

subplot; it portrays Jessica as a person who is rebellious and is 

ĐoŶstaŶtlǇ doiŶg thiŶgs agaiŶst their father͛s will- adding more mystery 

to why she might be against her own blood. Through this, spectators 

can also picturize Shylock as a controlling yet frightening fatherly figure.  

 ͚AlaĐk, ǁhat a heiŶous siŶ it is iŶ ŵe/ To ďe ashaŵed to ďe ŵǇ father͛s 
child! Jessica guiltily complains, expressing her feelings of hatred 

towards her father. Act 1 Scene 3 already enabled the audience to view 

this Jewish moneylender as persistent, revengeful and someone who is 

Đapaďle of ǀillaiŶǇ. JessiĐa͛s stateŵeŶt oŶlǇ proǀes this right. ͚I aŵ Ŷot 
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