
NotesonMeasurement

Measurementconsistsofassigninglabelstoobservationsinasystematicway.Itisthe

processofobservingvariablesandassigningsometypeofscoreorvaluetopeople’s

responses.Weneedmeasurementforanalysisofdata.

Measurementisimportant:

 Becauseitcreatesstandardizedunitsthatallowaresearchertocompareandstudy

apparentlydifferentobjects,processesandevents.Forexample,ifwemeasure

socialclassbyusingeducation,incomeandoccupation,thenwehaveastandardunit

tocompareindividualsfrom differentsocialclasses.

 Becauseitmakesiteasiertoanalyzethingsbybreakingthem intosmallerdistinctions.

 Bymeasuringpropertiesofvariablesprecisely,weareabletostatisticallyrelate

thosevariablestotestrelationships.

 Withmeasurementwecanusestatisticsastoolsofanalysis.

Whenworkingwithmeasurementitisimportanttoknowtheunitofanalysisi.e.theperson,

eventorsocialstructurethattheresearcherisactuallymeasuring.Forexample,ifyouare

interestedinstudyingtheviewsofuniversitystudents,theunitofanalysisistheindividual

student,nottheuniversity;ortheunitofanalysiscouldbethefamilye.g.theeffectofdrug

abuseonthefamily’sfinancialstatus.

Therearedifferentlevelsofmeasurementinsocialresearchandthelevelwilldependon

howdetailedandpreciseyourvariablesare.Sincesomevariableslikeageandsexare

numericwhileotherslikesexandreligionarenotnumeric,theywillhavedifferentlevelsof

measurement.Thelevelsofmeasurementareinascendingorderoftheamountof

informationeachlevelcarries.Soasonemovesfrom thelowesttothehighest,thequality

ofthedatachangesfrom categoriestonumbersthatcanbestatisticallymanipulated.

Nominallevel

Themostbasiclevelofmeasurementisthenominallevelwhichinvolvesnamingorlabeling

somethingandcategorizingthingsunderthatlabel.Thereisnoorderordegreetonominal

measurement.Itissimplyclassifyingindividualsonsharedcommoncategories.Butthe

categoriesmustbemutuallyexclusiveandexhaustive,thatisallcasesmustfitintooneof

thecategories.Forexample,sex,religion,maritalstatus,ethnicityandraceareallnominal

measures.Thereisnoorder,nocategoryishigherthantheotherandeachcasefitsintoonly

onecategory.

Ordinallevel

Thisgoesonestepbeyondnominallevel,inthatobservationsarenotonlycategorizedbut

thecategoriesareranked.Thereforethereisarankorderofsomesort.Itishigherthanthe
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