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Why Cambridge International AS and A Level Economics?

The study of Cambridge International AS and A Level Economics allows learners to explore 
concepts and theories which can be applied to the way that modern economies work. 

Cambridge learners develop the ability to explain, evaluate and analyse economic issues and 
arguments. They gain lifelong skills and a solid foundation for further study. 

Key concepts

The key concepts which run through the study of economics are set out below. These key concepts 
can help teachers think about how to approach their teaching in order to encourage learners to make 
links between topics and develop a deep overall understanding of the subject.  The teaching support 
package gives teachers guidance on integrating the key concepts into their teaching. See page 7 for more 
information on our teacher support. 

As a teacher, you will refer again and again to these concepts, which can serve as tools when considering 
both familiar and unfamiliar issues and contexts in economics. 

• Scarcity and choice
The fundamental problem in economics is that resources are scarce and wants are unlimited, so there is 
always a choice required between competing uses for the resources. 

• The margin and change
Decision-making by individuals, firms and governments is based on choices at the margin; that is, once 
behaviour has been optimised, any change will be detrimental as long as conditions remain the same.

• Equilibrium and efficiency
Prices are set by markets, are always moving in to and out of equilibrium, and can be both efficient and 
inefficient in different ways and over different time periods.

• Regulation and equity
There is a trade-off between, on the one hand, freedom for firms and individuals in unregulated 
markets and, on the other hand, greater social equality and equity through the government regulation of 
individuals and markets.

• Progress and development
Economics studies how societies can progress in measurable money terms and develop in a wider more 
normative sense.

Guided learning hours

Guided learning hours give an indication of the amount of contact time teachers need to have with learners 
to deliver a particular course. Our syllabuses are designed around 180 guided learning hours for Cambridge 
International AS Level, and around 360 guided learning hours for Cambridge International A Level.

These figures are for guidance only. The number of hours needed to gain the qualification may vary 
depending on local practice and the learners’ previous experience of the subject.

Prior learning

Candidates beginning this course are not expected to have studied economics previously.

Progression

Cambridge International A Level Economics provides a suitable foundation for the study of Economics or 
related courses in higher education. Equally it is suitable as part of a course of general education.

Cambridge International AS Level Economics constitutes the first half of the Cambridge International A Level 
course in Economics and therefore provides a suitable foundation for the study of Economics at Cambridge 
International A Level and thence for related courses in higher education. Depending on local university 
entrance requirements, it may permit or assist progression directly to university courses in Economics or 
some other subjects. It is also suitable as part of a course of general education.
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Teacher support

We offer a wide range of practical and innovative support to help teachers plan and deliver our 
programmes and qualifications confidently.

The support package for our Cambridge International AS and A Levels will help teachers integrate key 
concepts into their teaching, showing how they fit into the overall syllabus and suggesting ways to teach 
them within each topic. It also gives teachers access to a worldwide teaching community enabling them to 
connect with other teachers, swap ideas and share best practice.

We offer a customised support package for each subject. Find out more about the specific support for this 
syllabus at www.cie.org.uk/alevelsupport

Learn more

Find out more about specific
support for this syllabus at

www.cie.org.uk/alevelsupport

Visit our online resource bank and community 
forum at teachers.cie.org.uk

Useful links
Customer Services  www.cie.org.uk/help

LinkedIn  http://linkd.in/cambridgeteacher

Twitter  @cie_education

Facebook  www.facebook.com/cie.org.uk

Teaching and learning resources

• Schemes of work provide teachers with a 
medium-term plan with ideas on how to deliver 
the course.

• Endorsed textbooks produced by leading 
publishers. We have quality checked these 
materials to make sure that they match the 
syllabus well.

• Resource lists to help support teaching,
including textbooks and websites.

Exam preparation resources

•    Past question papers and mark schemes so 
teachers can give your learners the opportunity
to practise answering different questions.

•    Example candidate responses to help teachers
to see the level of performance needed to achieve 
key grades and understand exactly what 
examiners are looking for.

•    Principal examiner reports describing learners’ 
overall performance on each part of the papers. 

The reports give insight into common 
misconceptions shown by learners, which 

teachers can address in lessons.

Professional development

Face-to-face training
We hold workshops around the world to support 
teachers in delivering Cambridge syllabuses and 
developing their skills.

Online training
We offer self-study and tutor-led online training 
courses via our virtual learning environment. A
wide range of syllabus-specific courses and skills 
courses is available. We also offer training via
video conference and webinars.

Qualifications
We offer a wide range of practice-based qualifications 
at Certificate and Diploma level, providing a 
framework for continuing professional development.

Cambridge 
International

AS and A Level 
support for 

teachersPreview from Notesale.co.uk
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5. Other information

Equality and inclusion

Cambridge International Examinations has taken great care in the preparation of this syllabus and related 
assessment materials to avoid bias of any kind. To comply with the UK Equality Act (2010), Cambridge has 
designed this qualification with the aim of avoiding direct and indirect discrimination.

The standard assessment arrangements may present unnecessary barriers for candidates with disabilities 
or learning difficulties. Arrangements can be put in place for these candidates to enable them to access 
the assessments and receive recognition of their attainment. Access arrangements will not be agreed if 
they give candidates an unfair advantage over others or if they compromise the standards being assessed. 
Candidates who are unable to access the assessment of any component may be eligible to receive an 
award based on the parts of the assessment they have taken.

Information on access arrangements is found in the Cambridge Handbook, which can be downloaded from 
the website www.cie.org.uk/examsofficers

Language

This syllabus and the associated assessment materials are available in English only.

Grading and reporting

Cambridge International A Level results are shown by one of the grades A*, A, B, C, D or E, indicating 
the standard achieved, A* being the highest and E the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ indicates that the candidate’s 
performance fell short of the standard required for grade E. ‘Ungraded’ will be reported on the statement of 
results but not on the certificate. The letters Q (result pending), X (no result) and Y (to be issued) may also 
appear on the statement of results but not on the certificate.

Cambridge International AS Level results are shown by one of the grades a, b, c, d or e, indicating the 
standard achieved, ‘a’ being the highest and ‘e’ the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ indicates that the candidate’s 
performance fell short of the standard required for grade ‘e’. ‘Ungraded’ will be reported on the statement 
of results but not on the certificate. The letters Q (result pending), X (no result) and Y (to be issued) may also 
appear on the statement of results but not on the certificate.

If a candidate takes a Cambridge International A Level and fails to achieve grade E or higher, a Cambridge 
International AS Level grade will be awarded if both of the following apply:

• the components taken for the Cambridge International A Level by the candidate in that series included 
all the components making up a Cambridge International AS Level

• the candidate’s performance on these components was sufficient to merit the award of a Cambridge 
International AS Level grade.

For languages other than English, Cambridge also reports separate speaking endorsement grades (Distinction, 
Merit and Pass), for candidates who satisfy the conditions stated in the syllabus.
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Entry codes 

To maintain the security of our examinations we produce question papers for different areas of the world, 
known as ‘administrative zones’. Where the entry code has two digits, the first digit is the component 
number given in the syllabus. The second digit is the location code, specific to an administrative zone.

Entry codes and instructions for making entries can be found in the Cambridge Guide to Making Entries. 
Other exams administration documents, including timetables and administrative instructions can be found at 
www.cie.org.uk/examsofficers 
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