
An aldehyde is a molecule containing the following group: 

       

C

O

H  
 

If a secondary alcohol is mixed with an oxidising agent, two hydrogen atoms can be 

removed and a ketone will be formed: 

 

Eg CH3CH(OH)CH3 + [O]  CH3COCH3 + H2O 
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Propan-2-ol     propanone 

 

A ketone is a molecule containing the following group: 

       

C

O
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