
All	  organisms	  reproduce,	  leaving	  new	  organisms	  to	  carry	  on	  when	  other	  die.•

You	  are	  the	  product	  of	  human	  reproduction.•

Human	  reproduction	  is	  knows	  as	  sexual	  reproduction.•
This	  means	  that	  offspring	  are	  produced	  by	  combining	  genetic	  information	  
from	  two	  individuals	  of	  different	  types	  (sexes).	  

11

Reproductive	  Systems

• In	  humans,	  the	  male	  and	  female	  reproductive	  system	  responsible	  for	  sexual	  
reproduction.

• The	  male	  system	  has	  the	  job	  of	  producing	  the	  male	  gametes	  -‐ called	  sperm	  
and	  delivering	  these	  to	  the	  female	  reproductive	  system.

• The	  female	  reproductive	  system	  produces	  the	  female	  gametes	  -‐	  	  called	  ova	  
(or	  egg)	  and	  proves	  the	  site	  for	  fertilisation	  and	  development	  of	  the	  baby.	  

The	  Female	  Reproductive	  System

The	  reproductive	  system	  in	  females	  is	  mostly	  internal.•

The	  external	  opening	  of	  the	  vagina	  leads	  up	  to	  the	  uterus,	  which	  has	  two	  
fallopian	  tubes	  branching	  of	  that	  connect	  to	  the	  ovaries

•

The	  female	  gametes	  or	  ova	  (singular:	  	  ovum)	  are	  produced	  in	  the	  ovaries	  
through	  meiosis.	  

•

Once	  released	  during	  ovulation,	  the	  ova	  move	  slowly	  down	  the	  fallopian	  tube	  
towards	  the	  uterus.

•

Fertilisation	  with	  the	  male's	  sperm	  usually	  happened	  in	  the	  fallopian	  tube.	  •

The	  Menstrual	  Cycle

The	  menstrual	  cycle	  is	  controlled	  by	  chemicals	  called	  hormones	  and	  is	  
essentially	  the	  preparation	  of	  the	  female	  body	  for	  a	  potential	  pregnancy.

•

During	  the	  menstrual	  cycle,	  the	  lining	  of	  the	  uterus	  grows	  thicker	  and	  
develops	  an	  increased	  bloody	  supply.

•

If	  the	  ovum	  released	  during	  the	  menstrual	  cycle	  is	  not	  fertilised,	  
menstruation	  will	  occur.	  

•

Menstruation	  is	  the	  loss	  of	  the	  uterus	  lining,	  which	  is	  passed	  out	  of	  the	  body.	  
The	  menstrual	  cycle	  takes	  approximately	  28	  days.

•
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