
KENTHOMPSON

KenThompsonwasborninNewOrleans,Louisiana,in1943.HereceivedaB.S.(1965)andM.S.

(1966)inelectricalengineeringandcomputersciencefromUCBerkeley.In1969,Thompsonand

colleagueDennisRitchiecreatedtheUNIXoperatingsystematBellTelephoneLaboratories.

UNIXwasascaled-downversionoftheMITMULTICSoperatingsystem,onemeanttorunon

thenewsmallerminicomputersbecomingavailableattheendofthe1960s.Whenre-writtenin

theCprogramminglanguagebyDennisRitchie,UNIXbecameatrulyportableoperatingsystem

capableofrunningonmanydifferenthardwareplatforms.TheClanguageitselfwaswidely

adoptedandisinwideusetoday.

BJARNESTROUSTRUP

BjarneStroustrup(born30December1950)isaDanishcomputerscientist,whoismost

notableforthecreationanddevelopmentofthewidelyusedC++programminglanguage.[5]He

isavisitingprofessoratColumbiaUniversity,andworksatMorganStanleyasaManaging

DirectorinNewYork.StroustrupbegandevelopingC++in1979(thencalled"CwithClasses"),

and,inhisownwords,"inventedC++,wroteitsearlydefinitions,andproduceditsfirst

implementation...choseandformulatedthedesigncriteriaforC++,designedallitsmajor

facilities,andwasresponsiblefortheprocessingofextensionproposalsintheC++standards

committee."Stroustrupalsowroteatextbookforthelanguage,TheC++ProgrammingLanguage.

LARRYWALL

LarryWall(bornSeptember27,1954)isaprogrammer,bestknownasthecreatorofthePerl

programminglanguage.LarryWallisthecomputerprogrammerresponsibleforcreatingPerl,a

powerfulgeneral-purposeprogramminglanguageknownforitsstrengthsintextprocessing.Wall,

whosegraduateworkwasinlinguistics,designedPerlin1987forreportsprocessingand

continuestooverseethelanguage'sdevelopmentaccordingtothemotto"Larryisalwaysright,

evenwhenhewaswrong."Healsooriginatedthethreecanonical"virtues"ofagood

programmer:laziness,impatience,andhubris.

GUIDOVANROSSUM

GuidovanRossum(born31January1956)isaDutchprogrammerbestknownastheauthorof

thePythonprogramminglanguage,forwhichheisthe"BenevolentDictatorForLife"(BDFL),

whichmeanshecontinuestooverseePythondevelopment,makingdecisionswhen

necessary.From2005toDecember2012,heworkedatGoogle,wherehespenthalfofhistime

developingthePythonlanguage.InJanuary2013,hestartedworkingforDropbox.

LINUSTORVALDS

LinusBenedictTorvaldswasbornonDecember28,1969inHelsinki,thecapitalandlargestcity

inFinland.HewasnamedafterLinusPauling,thefamousphysicalchemistandNobelPrize

winner.LINUSTORVALDSCREATEDLinux,whichnowrunsvastswathesoftheinternet,

includingGoogleandFacebook.AndheinventedGit,softwarethat'snowusedbydevelopers

acrossthenettobuildnewapplicationsofallkinds.Butthat'snotallTorvaldshasgiventhe

internet.
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