
from Lucrezia. The hardworking son of a tradesman, Sir William craves power and 

has become respected in his field.  

Dr. Holmes - Septimus’s general practitioner. When Septimus begins to suffer the 

delayed effects of shell shock, Lucrezia seeks his help. Dr. Holmes claims nothing is 

wrong with Septimus, but that Lucrezia should see Sir William if she doesn’t believe 

him. Septimus despises Dr. Holmes and refers to him as “human nature.” Dr. 

Holmes likes to go to the music hall and to play golf.  

Lady (Millicent) Bruton - A member of high society and a friend of the Dalloways. 

At sixty-two years old, Lady Bruton is devoted to promoting emigration to Canada for 

English families. Normally erect and magisterial, she panics when she has to write a 

letter to the editor and seeks help from Richard Dalloway and Hugh Whitbread. She 

has an assistant, Milly Brush, and a chow dog. She is a descendant of General Sir 

Talbot Moore.  

Miss Helena Parry (Aunt Helena) - Clarissa’s aunt. Aunt Helena is a relic of the 

strict English society Clarissa finds so confining. A great botanist, she also enjoys 

talking about orchids and Burma. She is a formidable old lady, over eighty, who 

found Sally Seton’s behavior as a youth shocking. She has one glass eye.  

Ellie Henderson - Clarissa’s dowdy cousin. Ellie, in her early fifties, has thin hair, a 

meager profile, and bad eyesight. Not trained for any career and having only a small 

income, she wears an old black dress to Clarissa’s party. She is self-effacing, 

subject to chills, and close to a woman named Edith. Clarissa finds her dull and does 

not want to invite her to the party, and Ellie stands alone nearly the whole time, 

aware that she does not really belong.  

Evans - Septimus’s wartime officer and close friend. Evans died in Italy just before 

the armistice, but Septimus, in his deluded state, continues to see and hear him 

behind trees and sitting room screens. During the war, Evans and Septimus were 

inseparable. Evans was a shy Englishman with red hair.  

Mrs. Filmer - The Smiths’ neighbor. Mrs. Filmer finds Septimus odd. She has honest 

blue eyes and is Rezia’s only friend in London. Her daughter is Mrs. Peters, who 

listens to the Smiths’ gramophone when they are not at home. Mrs. Filmer’s 
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