Periphrasis

Definition:

The term ‘periphrasis’ refers to the use of excessive language and surplus words to convey a meaning
that could otherwise be conveyed with fewer words and in more direct a manner. The use of this
literary device can be to embellish a sentence, to create a grander effect, to beat around the bush and
to draw attention away from the crux of the message being conveyed.

Example:

Instead of simply saying “I am displeased with your behavior”, one can say, “the manner in which you
have conducted yourself in my presence of late has caused me to feel uncomfortable and has resulted
in my feeling disgruntled and disappointed with you”.

Personification

Definition:

Personification is one of the most commonly used and recognized literary devices. It refers to the
practice of attaching human traits and characteristics with inanimate objects, phenomena and animals.
Example:

“The raging winds”
“The wise owl”
“The warm and comforting fire”

Plot

Definition:

The plot usually refers to the sequence of events and happenings that make up a story. There is
usually a pattern, unintended or intentional, that threads the plot together. The plot basically refers to
the main outcome and order of the story. There is another kind of plot in literature as well; it refers to
the conflict or clash occurring as a part of the story. The conflict usually follows 3 regular formats: a)
characters in conflict with one another b) characters in conflict with their surroundings an

characters in conflict with themselves. u
Example: Q

Many date movies follow a similar simple plot. Boy meets girl, boéoa.\Eb ins girl back in the
end.

Point of View N

Definition: -& %

Point of view is the manner i &‘ y is narrg&cg rd d afid who it is that tells the story.
ter 2&

Simply put, the poi ines the le ion of the story unfolding, and thus

influen #th the s point of view is instrumental in manipulating
the rea@ rs andmg of th@ Zyn a way, the point of view can allow or withhold the
reader dccess into the greater reakhes of the story. Two of the most common point of view techniques
are the first person, wherein the story is told by the narrator from his or her standpoint and the third
person wherein the narrator does not figure in the events of the story and tells the story by referring
to all characters and places in the third person with third person pronouns and proper nouns.
Example:

In the popular Lord of the Rings book series, the stories are narrated in the third person and all
happenings are described from an “outside the story” point of view. Contrastingly, in the popular teen
book series, Princess Diaries, the story is told in the first person, by the protagonist herself.

Polysyndeton

Definition:

Polysyndeton refers to the process of using conjunctions or connecting words frequently in a sentence,
placed very close to one another. Opposed to the usual norm of using them sparsely, only where they
are technically needed. The use of polysyndetons is primarily for adding dramatic effect as they have a
strong rhetorical presence.

Example:

For example:
a) Saying “here and there and everywhere”, instead of simply saying “here, there and everywhere”.

b) “Marge and Susan and Anne and Daisy and Barry all planned to go for a picnic”, instead of “Marge,
Susan, Anne, Daisy and Barry...” emphasizes each of the individuals and calls attention to every person
one by one instead of assembling them as a group.

Portmanteau
Definition:






