
 

 

A. DNA vs RNA 

1. DNA contains 2’-deoxyribose  

 
The presence of the OH at the 2’ position makes RNA susceptible to alkaline hydrolysis 

 
A nucleophile such as OH-  can abstract the H of the 2'–OH, producing 2'–O–  which 
attacks the δ+ Phosphate of the phosphodiester bridge: 
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