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Species diversity and human activities

Balance between conservation and farming:
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reduced species diversity:
. Removal of hedgerows and grubbing out woodland

. Creating monocultures (replacing natural meadows
with cereal crops)

Filling in ponds and draining marsh
. Over-grazing of land

Other practises have had a more indirect affect:

. Use of pesticides and inorganic fertilisers
. Escape of effluent from silage stores into water
. Absence of crop rotation and lack of intercropping

However, there are a number of techniques to increase
species and habitat diversity without raising food costs
or lowering yields:

. Maintain existing hedgerows at a beneficial height
and shape

. Plant hedges instead of using fences for boundaries

o Leave wet corners of fields rather than draining

them.

o Plant native trees on land with a low species di-
versity

o Reduce use of pesticides (can use organisms

that are resistant to pests)

Use organic fertilisers

o Use crop rotation rather than fertilisers to im-
prove sol fertility

It is recognised that these practises will make food
slightly more expensive to produce but maintaining
biodiversity is important. If its seriously reduced,
global living systems will become unstable.

Hedge rows have a number of uses. They increase
species diversity and act as corridors along which
many species move to disperse themselves, they also
produce food for both animals that live in the hedge
and those
that don’t.




