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| The 5 stages of [ CLIMAX — the moment where the two | == IS QESSAGELS:

;\njrratives. ! oppositional ideas collide. MV\SQC_U’CA_L_'

— Macbeth arranges for Macduff’s
family to be killed.

Opens and engs on a battlefield
with the death of a traitor.

“Ambition taken too far
and unchecked by moral
standards leads to

destruction.”

INCITING INCIDENT - key
moment.
Macbeth kills King Duncan.

FALLING ACTION - what is the fall-
out from the climax? How do the
different sides respond?

RISING ACTION - what happens to Uprising against Macheth’s tyrannical
reach a climax between the way things reign.

are and the way the characters want
them to be.
The Macbeths arrange to kill King

‘ Other Key Terms:
‘ Peripeteia: (a turning point/
reversal of fortune)

The play is a TRAGEDY:

Anagnorisis: (crucial The play deals with loss, suffering and
V 4 DENOUEMENT - character discovery) death. The protagonist experiences a
EXPOSITION — the way things are realisations / the new way things are [ Catharsis: (a cleansing) — eg DOWNFALL due to his HAMARTIA (tragic
and why this causes conflict. Macbeth is beheaded and Malcolm at the end of the Play flaw). Macbeth’s HAMARTIA is his
Macbeth meets the witches. is crowned King. Macbeth is killed, and justice ambition. Macbeth’s HUBRIS (excessive
e > | / the Natural Order is pride / confidence) leads to his downfall.
Macbeth is therefore a TRAGIC HERO.

‘ resumed

METRE AND METHODS -
| Macbeth is a PLAY Wr/tten by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE It is to be c ST

o lambic Pentameter. and Blank Verse (not rhymlng)
| | PERFORMED on a STAGE for an AUDIENCE to watch. It was first performed in S -
o The Divine Right of Kings: God is at the top of the

— most of the play is written this way. The |
controlled meter conveys an ority.
e Stage Dil ::: n _C"mst thl.JOWetr % a;th Las 1606. ‘Great Chain of Being’: Kings were chosen by God,
ki W) ¥ Subjects are below the King, Men are above
women. People were expected to respect their

director on how to perform the play. These, such

as asides, can reveal less obvious aspects of the R ) THEME TRACKER' place in the Chain. Macbeth disrupts the ‘Chain’
character The play.subverts natural orders. Macbeth disrupts the ‘Chain of Being’ and this leads to chaos. and thus faces consequences.

o Soliloquy — A speech to oneself...out overheard by Both Macbeths struggle with inner turmoil and guilt. o KingJames 1: King of Scotland and later England
the audience. This allows the audience to % g theme. The Macbeths’ ambition leads to their downfall (death). 1567- 1625. Unpopular. Interested in the

‘"A recurring theme. The witches’ prophecies in Act 1 expose Macbeth’s inner evil and hubris. In Supernatural. Shakespeare wrote the play to
flatter King James.

Act 2 Lady Macbeth appeals to the supernatural to possess her and give her power. Banquo .
refuses to submit to the supernatural. o The Gunpowder plot: An attempt to assassinate

i it th

the antithesis of a Jacobean Woman; she is not submissive, she does not have |(<;ng :‘ames :‘t;lve:::’;‘:a"r‘be’ thislon Sy

is ambmous Lad Macbeth ch 1in Act 2 (when onfire nigl

L € glsgecelschsth s U contral e { o Witches and the Supernatural - It was widely.

understand a character’s inner thoughts (eg
Macbeth in Act 1 Sc 7)
o Aside—speech that sintended to be heard by the
audience but is ‘unheard’ by the other characters.
o Dramatic Irony — A situation, or the irony, when
the audience have more knowledge than the

§ A questlons what it means to be a man (ruthless,

i itches could see in to the future,

| g characters Onstats, : i (passwe and maternal) beheved that IS d.If

| e Dialogue — A conversation between two or more . chan eather, and contact the dead. If a
2 ek, Sy g ¥ APPEARANCE VS  FromAct1Scl thlngs are not as they appear. The natural order cannot be trusted. People are s suspected of being a witch she wou
B :hy:w R 5 el .«’g REALITY. - pecentful (eg the Macbeths welcome Duncan to their home and then murder him. ) Macbeth be R bt or drowned.

I sounds of the endrlné of words, The witches often | ¢ experience\visions of ghosts, blood and daggers! Lady Macbeth expenence visions of d b 16 of women- Society was patriarchal.

her hands in Act 5. « Adam and Eve —women bring about the downf

“speakiin rhyme to add to the supernatural effect of
creatlng spells.

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/my-drive 1/1



