
FALLOPIAN T UBE (Syno nyms: Uterine tube, o viduct)
T he literine tubes are p aired structures, measuring abo ut 1 0 cm and are situated in the medial
three-fo urth o f the up p er free margin o f the bro ad ligament, Each tube has go t two  o p enings, o ne
co mmunicating with the lateral angle o f the uterine cavity called uterine o p ening and measures 1  mm
in diameter, the o ther is o n the Jateral end o f the tube called p elvic o p ening o r abdo minal o stium and
measures abo ut 2 mm in diameter.
PAR T S: T here are fo ur p arts. Fro m medial to  lateral are-1 ) intramural o r interstitial lying in the
uterine wall and measures 1 .25 cm in length and I mm in diameter, (2) isthmus-almo st straight and
measures abo ut 3-4  cm in length and 2 mm in diameter, (3) amp ulla-to rtuo us p art and measures
abo ut 5 cm in length which ends in, (4 ) wide infundibulum measuring abo ut 1 .25 cm lo ng with a
maximum diameter o f 6  mm. T he abdo minal o stium is surro unded by a number o f radiating fimbriae
(20-25), o ne o f these is lo nger than the rest and is attached to  the o uter p o le o f the o vary called o varian
fimbria (Fig. 1 .7).
ST R UCT UR ES: It co nsists o f three layers-(1 ) Sero us:co nsists o f p erito neum o n all sides excep t alo ng
the line o f attachment o f meso salp inx, (2) Muscular: arranged in two  layers o uter lo ngitudinal and
inner circular, (3) Muco us meinbrane has three different cell typ es and is thro wn into  lo ngitudinal
fo lds. T he ep ithelium rests o n a delicate vascular reticulum o f co nnective tissue. Muco us membrane
is lined by:
(i) Co lumnar ciliated ep ithelial cells that are mo st p redo minant near the o varian end o f the tube.
T hese cells co mp use 25% o f the muco sal cells, (ii) Secreto ry co lumnar cells are p resent at the isthinic
segment and co mp o se 6 0% o f ep ithelial cells, (iii) Peg cells are fo und in between the abo ve two  cells.
T hey are the variant o f secreto ry cells.
FUNCT IONS: T he imp o rtant functio ns o f the tubes are-(1 ) T ransp o rt o f the gametes, (2) T o facilitate
fertilizatio n and survival o f zygo te thro ugh its secretio n.
BLOOD SUPPLY : Arterial sup p ly is fro m the uterine and o varian. Veno us drainage is thro ugh the
p amp inifo rm p lexus into  the o varian veins.
LY MPHAT ICS: T he lymp hatics run alo ng the o varian vessels to  p ara-ao rtic no des.
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