Natalia Antunes

“The war did give particular poets and artists a voice... those who
survived found their best work associated with the experience that most
were trying to forget’[10]

When looking at the last few lines of ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ we get a
sense that we as readers are directly addressed by Owen as he states
‘My friend, you would not tell with such zest.../IThe old Lie: Dulce et
decorum est Pro patria mori.” This is a strong anti-war statement made
by Owen as he fights against the Latin statement and the idea that with
war comes honour, manhood and glory. The heroic adventures were
never as ‘heroic’ as the soldiers expected and what was meant to turn
boys into men resulted in their ultimate death. These ironies of war can
be found not only in Owen’s ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ but also in Barker’s
Regeneration where “-the real life equivalent of all the adventure stories
they’d devoured as boys- consisted of crouching in a dugout, w\ail\@ to
be killed.”(Chapter9)

In The Red Badge of Courage, Flemin \Q\N% ideas of
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of Courage “the men dropped here and there like bundles”’(Chapter5),
violent images such as these often contributed to mental illnesses such
as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

Men who suffered from mental illnesses as a result of war were
seen by many people at the time as weak, dependent and passive as
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