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Conjugate Addition Reactions
Reactions with Enolate& \]\he Rationale

Enolate nucleophlles\ﬁﬁ\,&ﬁ%rgo conjugate addition, but they
have e\ﬂ@{vdt“e sg@@®%¥unlty to attack the carbonyl group
directly as do simple nucleophiles.

Thermodynamic control leads to conjugate addition, but kinetic
control leads to direct attack.

Success in conjugate addition is pegged on the direct addition
(an Aldol reaction) being reversible. This enables the conjugate
addition to compete and, as its product is more stable
(thermodynamically stable), it eventually become the sole
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