
If you are copying small parts of a work for transformative use, such as a short 
quote or a comment, and you are not sure if this falls under fair use, it is better 
to ask the copyright holder for a written permission. 

COPYING IMAGES AND PHOTOS IS ALSO PLAGIARISM 

Images and photos (or videos) are also copyrighted. If you wish to re-use 
someone else’s imagery in your own paper (for instance, in a review paper or in 
the methods section of a research paper), make sure you obtain written 

permission from the copyright holder. Many copyright holders will allow you to 
re-use given imagery if you properly cite and attribute the original source of the 
images, sometimes with a small fee. Follow the guidance of the copyright holder 
regarding the best wording to use for attribution. 

APPLY THE SAME STANDARDS WHEN COPYING FROM OPEN ACCESS 

JOURNALS OR THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 

If you re-use images or photos from open access journals, make sure to include 
the citation, and preferably reproduce the licensing terms (as in: Image 
reproduced from [citation], available under the CC-BY 3.0 license.) If you quote 

from works that are available under an open access license or in the public 
domain (such as quoting from an author that is long deceased), you still have to 

use quotation marks and use a proper citation. While it would not be a copyright 
infringement to reproduce a work which is in the public domain, most will still 
consider it deceitful if you do not properly attribute the original author/work. 

INFORM YOUR CO-AUTHORS AND STUDENTS 

As the head of a lab or research group, you may have several students and 

associates involved in writing a paper. Make sure that all your co-workers are 
familiar with best practices to avoid plagiarism. If in doubt, have your paper 
checked by a plagiarism detection software before submitting to a journal. 

AVOID SELF-PLAGIARISM 

If you re-use your own previous work or imagery in new papers, this often leads 
to self-plagiarism. Usually, you give up copyright when transferring your work 
to a publisher so that self-plagiarism often constitutes a copyright infringement. 
In addition to possible copyright infringement, it is not good practice to re-

publish material that is already available elsewhere. 
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