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e Enzymes in Clinical Diagnosis

IX. ENZYMES IN CLINICAL DIAGNOSIS

Plasma enzym bek&%fed into two major groups. First, a rela-
tively fzymes are actively secreted into the blood by

@ es. For example, the liver secretes zymogens (inactive
rsors) of the enzymes involved in blood coagulation. Second, a
Iarge number of enzyme species are released from cells during normal

"( Om N I %over These enzymes almost always function intracellularly, and

physiologic use in the plasma. In healthy individuals, the levels
of these enzymes are fairly constant, and represent a steady state in
which the rate of release from damaged cells into the plasma is bal-

P ag anced by an equal rate of removal of the enzyme protein from the
plasma. Increased plasma levels of these enzyme may indicate tissue

damage (Figure 5.20).
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Figure 5.20
Release of enzymes from normal and diseased or traumatized cells.




