
seemingly unquenchable search for knowledge. Raphael tells Adam that he will learn

all he needs to know and that any other knowledge is not meant for humans to

comprehend. Adam tells Raphael about his first memories, of waking up and

wondering who he was, what he was, and where he was. Adam says that God spoke to

him and told him many things, including his order not to eat from the Tree of

Knowledge. After the story, Adam

confesses to Raphael his intense physical attraction to Eve. Raphael reminds Adam

that he must love Eve more purely and spiritually. With this final bit of advice,

Raphael leaves Earth and returns to Heaven.

Eight days after his banishment, Satan returns to Paradise. After closely studying the

animals of Paradise, he chooses to take the form of the serpent. Meanwhile, Eve

suggests to Adam that they work separately for a while, so they can get more work

done. Adam is hesitant but then assents. Satan searches for Eve and is delighted to

find her alone. In the form of a serpent, he talks to Eve and compliments her on her

beauty and godliness. She is amazed to find an animal that can speak. She asks how

he learned to speak, and he tells her that it was by eating from the Tree of

Knowledge. He tells Eve that God actually wants her and Adam to eat from the tree

and that his order is merely a test of their courage. She is hesitant at first but then

reaches for a fruit from the Tree of Knowledge and eats it. She becomes distraught

and searches for Adam. Adam has been busy making a wreath of flowers for Eve.

When Eve finds Adam, he drops the wreath and is horrified to find that Eve has

eaten from the forbidden tree. Knowing that she has fallen, he decides that he would

rather be fallen with her than remain pure and lose her. So he eats from the fruit as

well. Adam looks at Eve in a new way, and together they turn to lust.

God immediately knows of their disobedience. He tells the angels in Heaven that

Adam and Eve must be punished, but with a display of both justice and mercy. He
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