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Nearly all great ideas follow a similar creative process and this article 

explains how this process works. Understanding this is important 

because creative thinking is one of the most useful skills you can 

possess. Nearly every problem you face in work and in life can 

benefit from innovative solutions, lateral thinking, and creative ideas. 

Anyone can learn to be creative by using these five steps. That's not to 

say being creative is easy. Uncovering your creative genius requires 

courage and tons of practice. However, this five-step approach should 

help demystify the creative process and illuminate the path to more 

innovative thinking. 

To explain how this process works, let me tell you a short story. 

A Problem in Need of a Creative Solution 

In the 1870s, newspapers and printers faced a very specific and very 

costly problem. Photography was a new and exciting medium at the 
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