
 

When we use Reported Speech, we are usually talking about the past (because obviously the person 

who spoke originally spoke in the past). 

For example: 

Direct speech: "I've lost my umbrella." 

Reported speech: He said (that) he had lost his umbrella. 

The verbs therefore usually have to be in the past too. 

 

 Verb Form Changes in Reported Speech 

Can into Could 

•Could (The verb remains unchanged) 

Have to into Had to 

-Must into Must/Had to 

May into Might Might (The verb remains unchanged) 

-Should (The verb remains unchanged) 
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