Theme Study - Women in History — The Concubine Who was Born to be a
Haseki

Hurrem Sultan (1502-1568), often called Roxelana in Europe, was a
Russian slave who was sent to Istanbul to serve as Sultan Suleiman's
concubine (r.1520-1566). Suleiman violated harem tradition by marrying her
(1534), enabling her and their son to live in the Imperial capital instead of a
province as was normal, and she progressed swiftly through the ranks of the
Imperial household. Their wedding was described as "an incredible affair, one
that is totally unmatched in the history of Sultans" by an envoy who was
present in Istanbul. Hurrem was crowned the first haseki in Ottoman history
thanks to her marriage to Suleiman and the birth of five sons. She gained
access to authority that no other Imperial woman had previously experienced
thanks to her close relationship and intimacy with Suleiman.

increase her political influence inside the Imper 1 rlmah (1578), the
daughter of Hurrem, was pohtlcally a r@‘t. m (1561), the governor of
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