In a Station of the Metro by Ezra Pound: Summary and Analysis
English Literature (Poetry)

The greatest example of Imagist poetry, In a Station of the Metro by Ezra
Pound, published in 1913, has just 14 words decreased from thirty lines,
which illustrates the clarity of language. This poem is one of the very few that
lacks a verb. In this poem, Pound recounts his experience in a Paris metro
station. The poem's use of word relationships does the finest job of capturing
the various faces of people in the metro station. The words are handled in a
way that produces a visual impact and is referred to as the classic Imagist
text.
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In just three lines (including the title), Pound conjures up a series of
imagery including the metro station, the apparition, the faces in the crowd,
and the blossoms on a damp black branch in the popular Japanese poetry
style of haiku. The poem's title conjures up a mental picture of the hectic
pace of city life, complete with people being irresponsible around one
another. The word "apparition” refers to a ghostly figure that appears in front
of you out of nowhere. In this passage, Pound compares the vision to the
new weird faces he sees in a Parisian metro. The poet displays a surprising
face since these apparitions are strange.

The poet's perception of the crowd's faces is hazy, yet he discovers
indescribable beauty there. As of today, the words and their visuals summon
up an unpleasant and disorderly picture of urban life. However, the startling
beauty at a commonplace metropolitan metro station is what makes the
image of "petals on a damp, black branch" so amazing. It is handled
attractively, carefully, and very precisely to show the unexpected beauty in



