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completed the translation in 1846. After traveling abroad in Europe for two ye
England and became acquainted with a group of rationalists, among them John Chapman.

In 1851, Eliot became the assistant editor at Chapman’s Westminster Review, a position that was

important both for her career and her personal life. Through her work on the Review, she met
|

several prominent philosophers and theologians of the time, including Herbert Spenc
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number of imposters to claim authorship. In response, Eliot asserted herself as the true author,

causing quite a stir in a society that still regarded women as incapable of serious writing.

Eliot’s personal life likely influenced Adam Bede in several ways. First, the portrayal of Methodists as
a positive social force possibly stems from Eliot’s own rejection of some organized religions. While
Methodism is an organized religion, Eliot was particularly drawn to the religion’s belief that salvation
is possible for all people through personal effort. Second, the character of Dinah, who is strong and
powerful beyond normal social conventions, is perhaps inspired by Eliot’s own willingness to step
outside normal social convention in her common-law marriage to Lewes and her novel writing.
Finally, the sardonic tone that the narrator takes toward social convention and the “lady reader”
suggests a rejection of tradition. Such a rejection fits with Eliot’s life, in which she was criticized for



