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also been dynamically defined as “crime producing factors that are strongly associated with risk” 

(Latessa & Lowenkamp, 2005). There are several factors related to increasing risk and 

criminality related to individuals exhibiting criminogenic traits; however, there is an identified 

beginning to criminal behavior, and it starts with biology and genetics. 

DISCUSSION 

Biological risk factors can be defined as “anything that impinges on the child from conception to 

birth” (Kaiser & Rasminsky, 2010). Many people would be surprised to hear that criminal 

behavior can be broken down and identified as early as conception. However, if we consider the 

fact that parents genetically pass on their prior behavior, we can try to begin to understand that 

parents who may have possessed criminogenic needs, could potentially pass on those traits that 

lead to criminal behavior. “Genes even help shape the environment. Genes influence how parents 

bring up their children; genes affect the responses that children evoke from their families and the 

others around them; and, as children grow older, genes sway their choice of companions and 

surroundings” (Kaiser & Rasminsky, 2010). Genes can define an individual’s ability to control 

temperament, impulsivity, low self-esteem, and a lack of empathy. 

One of the easiest topics to discuss as it relates to how biological factors can contribute to 

criminal behavior would be substance abuse. “When the faces of sisters and brothers in a family 

resemble those of their parents, physical inheritance has clearly played a role in the clustering of 

physical characteristics within the family” (Miller & Carroll, 2006). If physical characteristics 

are passed on from generation to generation, it is certainly possible for psychological 

characteristics to be passed on as well. Some of those psychological characteristics include genes 
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