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  

 Causes of Air Pollution 

Air pollution may be caused by various processes, either natural or anthropogenic 

(man-made). Some of them leave evident traces in the air; others can go unnoticed 

unless specific tests are conducted - or until you become ill from their effects. 
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 Military activities – may introduce toxic gases through practices and 

training; 

 Smoking – emits a series of toxic chemicals including a series of organic 

and inorganic chemicals, some of which are carcinogenic; 

 Storage and use of household products such as paint, sprays, varnish, etc 

that contains organic solvents which volatilize in the air (hence the smell we 

all feel while using them); 

 Dry cleaned clothes - may retain and emit in the atmosphere small amounts 

of chlorinated solvents (such as PCE) or petroleum solvents that have been 

used by the dry cleaners; this could eventually create a health risk if the 

clothes returned from the dry cleaners are stored in enclosed indoor spaces. 
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