
ANTHEM FOR DOOMED YOUTH

SUMMARY CONTEXT STRUCTURE ANALYSIS THEMES MY BOY JACK

Illustrates the loss of
young life in war and
describes the
sensory horrors of
combat. It takes
particular issue with
the official pomp and
ceremony that
surrounds war
(gestured to by the
word "Anthem" in the
title), arguing that
church bells,
prayers, and choirs
are inadequate
tributes to the
realities of war.

What church bells
will ring for the
young men
slaughtered like farm
animals? Instead,
these young men
just hear the
fearsome rage of
firing guns. The only
prayers they get are
the quick and jarring
rhythms of rifle fire.
These men will have
no inappropriate
rituals in their

Written in 1917 while he
was in hospital in
craiglockhart recoevring
from injuries and trauma
from his service in ww1

Sassoon helped with the
poems alteration -
changing “dead youth”
to “doomed youth”. -
changed teh adjective to
show the inevitability of
war.

Regular rhume
scehme that is
closets to the
shakespearean
sonnet scheme.
Although the
structure is more
of a petrchan
sonnet of an
octave, sestet and
couplet

- Makes the
poem a
hybrid of
mainland
europe -
petrachs
italy and
the UK

- In its form,
the poem
represents
both home
and the
forign
lands in
which the
war was
fought.
Relates to
other
countries
losses.

“The pallor of the girls brow” →
- “pallor” connotes paleness. Illuminating that

the people back home are mentally sick
from the loss of their loved ones as a result
of war and not knowing if they will ever
come home. They are turning into ghostly
shadows of their former selves

- Word most often associated with death or
dying.

- They will turn into ghostly shadows of their
former self - people at home affected by
war.

- Younge rgenrtaions affected such as sisters
and girlfriends

The people at home do all they can to cope and
mourn by their loved ones deaths despite having no
body and no funeral.

Second stanza uses euphonic language of the
“dusk”
“Each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.”

- Highlights inevitbilitu
- Mourning has become a way of life in ww1
- Normalsises the funeral and hints that this

is not the first, second nor klast time that
such mourninhg will happen

- Dusk connotes sunset - slow adjective
highlights the continuity of the deaths and
war. The continuation of war and human
life.

- Final imge is blinds being drawn in respect
of the dead. Another tradition to mark the
loss. Curtains and shutters are closed to

NATIONALISM, WAR
and WASTE
Ww1 caused the deaths
of around 17 million
people worldwide.
Makes a statement that
war is a hellish and futile
waste of human life. A
kind of protest poem -
subverting the usual
“anthem” as a symbol of
nationalism in war.

RITUAL AND
REMEMBERANCE - the
usual tributes to the
dead—e.g. the ringing of
bells, collective prayer,
choir singing, the
draping of coffins with
the national
flag—practically
meaningless.

MOURNING
VULNERBILITY
HEROISM - for the ones
at home - let them live
their lives - last couplet

MENTAL TRAUMA

PHYSICAL AND

Emotional human vulnerability
of rudyard - cused bu johns
death in the war. Act 2 scene 5
- listening to the radio in 1933
about the rise to power of
hitler.

- “For nothing, for
nothing, for nothing” -
repetition, tripling,
asyndetic listing.
Encapsulates that
jacks life that was
sacrificed dod not end
up making a difference
in the war to end all
wars.

Rudyard shows this emotional
vulnerability from the loss of
his son through his poem ‘my
boy jack’ at the very end of the
play.

- “Oh dear, what comfort
can I find?” -
emphaisses the agony
of knowing that his boy
has gone due to war.
Links to john at the
battle of loos before
going over the top in
act 1 scene 8calling for
his dad in his thoughts
before he goes over -
they find comfort in
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reaching for us
because we are the
ones who sent them
to war—and
condemned them to
madness

These men—the
“mental cases” of
the poem's title—are
so troubled by what
they’ve been
through that they've
essentially become
the living dead.

The poem argues
that the effects of
war stretch far
beyond the
battlefield, and it
condemns those
who bear
responsibility for this
suffering and
dehumanization.

unconsciously
- May literally hit themselves - lack of control

of their bodies - sunconscously inflicting a
physcial pain to distract from a mental one.

- “Rope” - flocking iamge - they are torturing
themselbes

“Rope marks of tehir scourging”
- Wont allow them to heal - picking at their

wounds
- Biblical idea - stigmarta - jesus torture

marks on his hands

“Drooping tongues from jaws that slob their relish,”
- “Drooping tongues” - zoomophic imagery -

lost control of their jaws and mouth. They
appear wild, animalistic. Tend sto be how a
predator walks

- “From” - lack of control ove their bodies
- “Relish” - sibilance - excess of saliva
- “Slob” - plosve b - zoomprhic and

cacaphonic

DISABLED
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as purple spurts of blood
gushed from his thigh.
In his pre-war days, he
actually used to like the
sight of blood on his leg
after a soccer match,
when teammates carried
him high on their
shoulders. It was after
one of these matches,
when he'd had a bit to
drink, that he decided to
enlist in the army. But now
he wonders why.
Someone told him he
would look good in the
uniform; maybe that was
why. Or maybe he
enlisted because he
wanted to impress a girl
named Meg—yes, that
was it, he wanted to
please flirtatious,
unattainable young
women; that's why he
joined the army. The
authorities were happy to
sign him up, smirking as
they wrote down the lie he
told them, which was that
he was 19 years old. He
didn't really think much
about German
soldiers—didn't see them
as particularly guilty or
evil—and he didn't pay
attention to Austria's
involvement in the war.

experience - Dialecta; variation - voice of the unnamed
soldier. 3rd person troughout poem till
now - closer to his personality and his
thoughts - audience can sympathise.

REALISATION THAT HE SIGNED UP NFOR
GLORY - cannot be far form that “queer disease”
“Thats why; and maybe, too, to please his Meg,”

- “Why” - parallelism to the lines before
- Caesuras - trying tp deal with why he

signed up - living up to others
expectations

- Reason he wernt to impress the girls too -
maybe he could have gotten lucky.

- “Meg” - Had a girlfriend? Abbreviated
name ‘Margaret’ - closeness and intimacy
or lack of getting any common girl as it is
a common girls name.

- “His meg”. =”his” - possessive dterminer -
close connection. Empahsie his close
connectiona nd success with the girls
before the war when he got physically
dfeormed ands ‘ugly’ as society presnets
this.

FEELINGS OF NEGLECT AND DEPRESSION
“Voices of boys rang saddening like a hymn,
Voices play and pleasure after day,”
He is sitting in his chair and hears sounds coming
from teh park.

- Normally the sound of children is
associated with joy and freedom - this has
the opposite effect. The noise outside
only reminds him that he is now cut off
from teh rest of society for trying to
protect them by fighting.

- These voices ring with ‘sadness’, calling
out the same kind od solemn tone as a
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