The Witches

Witches I Duncan | Banquo | Macbeth | Lady Macbeth Macduff Other
Act | Quotation Analysis Themes
1.1 | “Fair is foul, and foul is e Literally meaning ‘good is bad, and bad is good'. Supernatural
fair” - Witches Repeated by Macbeth in Act 1.3. Reflects the
confusion, chaos and disorder from the start of the play
1.1 | “Brave Macbeth” - e Positive descriptions of Macbeth, become rare as the
Captain play develops
e He's desperate for his audience and the King to
appreciate Macbeth’ courage and his ‘patriotic’ actions
1.1 | “He unseamed him from e Description of Macbeth in an inhumane and
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1.2 | “Like valour’s minion” - e Uses a simile to portray Macbeth's character as
Captain audacious and fearless
e He is suggesting that Macbeth is the servant of bravery
1.2 | “What he hath lost, e Referring to the title of Thane of Cawdor
noble Macbeth hath e Juxtaposition - between the two thanes: one is
won” - Duncan dishonourable and a traitor, the other is honourable
and loyal

e Close quote to what the Witches said in Act 1.1 ‘when
the battle's lost and won’

e Macbeth's inheritance of this tite is something of a
poisoned chalice if victory and defeat are so closely
related and it is as easy to win as it is to lose

e Foreshadowing the downfall of Macbeth

1.3 | “All hail Macbeth, that e The Witches' prophecies for Macbeth
shalt be king hereafter.” o He will become Thane of Cawdor, then King
- The Witches
1.3 | “Thou shalt get kings, e The Witches' prophecies for Banquo
though thou be none” - o Despite not being as powerful as Macbeth, he
is a better man and his children shall be kings




