
structure of the argument more clearly, identify any missing or extraneous information, 

organize your thoughts and analyze the reasoning more effectively, identify logical fallacies and 

weaknesses in the argument, and identify the main conclusion and premises in the argument. 

This technique is important for the Logical Reasoning section of the LSAT and understanding 

and evaluating arguments in real-life situations. 

8. Understand the difference between necessary and sufficient conditions. 

Understand the difference between necessary and sufficient conditions: Necessary conditions 

must be met for something to happen, while sufficient conditions are enough to make 

something happen. Understanding the difference between necessary and sufficient conditions 

is important when evaluating arguments that rely on these concepts. 

Understanding the difference between necessary and sufficient conditions is important when 

evaluating arguments that rely on these concepts. Necessary conditions are conditions that 

must be met for something to happen, while sufficient conditions are enough to make 

something happen. 

 

For example, imagine an argument that states, "If you want to become a doctor, you must have 

a medical degree." In this argument, a medical degree is necessary to become a doctor. With a 

medical degree, becoming a doctor is possible. 

 

Imagine an argument stating, "If you want to become a doctor, you must have a medical degree 

and pass the medical board exam." In this argument, having a medical degree and passing the 

medical board exam are necessary conditions for becoming a doctor. With both of these, 

becoming a doctor is possible. 

 

On the other hand, imagine an argument that states, "If you want to become a doctor, you 

must be intelligent." In this argument, being intelligent is unnecessary for becoming a doctor, as 

many intelligent people are not doctors. 

 

Finally, imagine an argument that states, "If you want to become a doctor, you must pass the 

medical board exam." In this argument, passing the medical board exam is a sufficient condition 

for becoming a doctor. This means that if you pass the medical board exam, you will be able to 

become a doctor, regardless of your intelligence or other factors. 
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In summary, understanding the difference between necessary and sufficient conditions is 

important when evaluating arguments that rely on these concepts. Necessary conditions are 

conditions that must be met for something to happen, while sufficient conditions are enough to 

make something happen. Identifying these conditions in an argument can help you evaluate the 

argument's strength by determining whether the conclusion follows from the premises or if 

other conditions or factors may be necessary or sufficient. This understanding is important for 

the Logical Reasoning section of the LSAT and understanding and evaluating arguments in real-

life situations. 

9. Understand the concept of conditional statements and how to evaluate them. 

Understand the concept of conditional statements and how to evaluate them: Conditional 

statements express a relationship between two events, such as "if A, then B." Understanding 

and evaluating conditional statements is important when analyzing arguments that use them. 

Conditional statements express a relationship between two events, such as "if A, then B." They 

are often used in arguments to express a cause-and-effect relationship or to predict what will 

happen if certain conditions are met. Understanding and evaluating conditional statements is 

important when analyzing arguments that use them. 

 

For example, imagine an argument that states, "If we increase funding for education, then test 

scores will improve." In this argument, the conditional statement is "if we increase funding for 

education, then test scores will improve." The antecedent (or "if" part) is "we increase funding 

for education," and the consequent (or "then" part) is "test scores will improve." 

 

To evaluate this argument, you would need to consider whether the antecedent is likely to 

happen and whether there is evidence to support the claim that the consequent will happen if 

the antecedent does happen. Additionally, it would be best to consider whether other factors 

may affect test scores and whether the argument considers these factors. 

 

Another example of a conditional statement is "If it rains, the streets will be wet." In this case, 

the antecedent is "it rains," and the consequent is "the streets will be wet." To evaluate this 

argument, you need to consider whether it is likely to rain and whether the evidence supports 

the claim that the streets will be wet if it does rain. 
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