traditional religious views. The presumption that the universe wa> directed by a set of CICTIKII and
immulublc laws of nature could lead to a deterministic worldview in which God’s role wa>*
marginalized. What was ultimalcly at slake. \’«mnij argues, were nol philosophical matters as sueh.
but lhe authority of lhe Bible. How could lhe supcmalural events of the Scriplurc he bnuight in
accordance with new scientific developments? I'rom Newton's natural philosophy a worldview
could be derived in which the world depended directly on (iod’s benevolence. Vermij argues that
this worldview was instnimcntal in achieving u bntad convrnsus that arose in the
cighlcenth-century Dutch Republic: lhe mirucles and mysteries of the Bible remained outside the
scope of scientific intcqirelations and. on the other hand, supcmalural events were no longer

considered credible in diiily life.

Henri Krop cstahlishc% (chapter 9) that in lhe eourS5C of <hc eighteenth century a ’Newtonian’
philosophical system was taught at the Dutch universities, which included not only natural
philosophy, but also a logic and a mclaphysics. The nsc of such a comprehensive academic
Newtonianism was unique to the Nelhcrlands. and was distincl from the p %*branch' of
Newtoniumsm. which in particuliir found expression in physico- t\@gl@@l:ﬁ;

Krop focuses mainly on the late c1ghtccnt s of the then inllucnliul natural
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lluddc, see: R. Vermij. Blidrage tot tie bio-bibliograGe van Johannes lludde. Gewina.
Tijdschrift voor de “cschicd-cnis der genceskunde, naluurv dense happen, wiskundc cn
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25. Christjaan Huygens. Oevres completes de Christiaan Huygens publiccs par la Socictc
Hollandaise des Sciences. 22 vols (The Hague I8K8-1950).vol. 9. p. 267.



death in 1736. Ont of these wa* the basis for the frsl. inaccurate, edition the I vo Letters of Sir
Isaac Newton Io Mr. Le Clcre(London 1754).Sec: Le Clcrc to Locke,11 Apnl 1691, in: M.
Grazia and M.Smu (cds), Episiohrio. Part 2 <Florence 1991), PP.50-52.
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of radical biblical criticism in the Dutch Republic, tn: J. van der Meer and

beingpromoted to full professor in 1712.’s Gravesandc was also appointed professor in

philosophy in 1734.
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rnli*htcnmenl (Bouldei 1995). PP. 213-232.

92. R. E. Schofield. The Hnlighienment of Jowrph I’riolley: a siudy in hi. life and work from 173J
to 1773 (University Park, PA 1997), P. 24.

93. A bibliogritphy can be found in: De Paler. Wcl/ijn. uysbejsecrltf en wctenschap (note 85). p.
I52.TWO translations were made by fonner students of's Gravexinde: a French translation by
Elie de Joncourt. prolesM*T in Boidc-duc. was issued in 1743-1 746 and a Dutch translation by
Jan Engclnian.a physician and leader of the Haarlem Natuur*en Sterrenkundig Collcgic. was
published in 1743. Work on (he Dutch edition stalled, however, and The*econd volume was
never published, probably due to a disappomting tiimovcr. This is perhaps» an indication of a

lack of interest in the malhc- matical approach of Newtomanism among most Dutch
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Dutch translation uf Ncwt-on's adaptation of Bernhard Vurcnius’ Geogruphiu gencralb, ! #¢*
Struyck was not the only Dutchman fascinated by cornels. In lhe years leading up t&]&e expected

return of llalLcy*s Comet, which, when it came, was seen by contemporg mph for
e

Newton's gravitational theory, several Dutch enthusias a$
astronomical discovcries. The surveyor Dirk tlé’

search for
Haarlem anti la<cr in 'The
Hague, was not only a very succ cal obs” ﬁ) ependently observed at least fi
Accn ccMncts. five »l reco de u« was SIIMI a skilled mathcmatieiun.
In17S5h \L search t @@ﬁ in Whlch he calculated. Ibr every month in I he years
Io come, w 1ch part of the nlgh y Halley's Comet would appear in. This initiative was the first of
its kind in liuropc. However, soon uAcrward>, ihis was irnitaled in several other countn¢3>.2
Intrigued by the same event, and on «he basis of Ncwlon's gravitational theory, the wine merchant
Jan Sehim from Maa*luis tried lu calculutc the possible perturbations on the comet's orbit caused

by the larger planets, concluding that the comet*» orbit could be changed considerably. 23
1 he Ilulch univerMlies

Meanwhile, in the Dutch Republic 'Newtonianism' had become a synonym for 'experimental
philosophy. Iliis meant that other accents could be incorporated. As De Paler has noted. Petrus van
Musschen” brock (1692-1761). who graduated from Leiden in 1715.

Amsterdam and Groningen, did *o too. They all iden tilled Newtomunism* w itli experimental
ptiyNicii, cmpinciiim and even naturul hi’itoryJ The scientific enterprise ax >ucli also bccumce an

instruincnl of natural theology.
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