
 Phagocytosis Pinocytosis Receptor-mediated endocytosis 

Molecules 
transported 

Large solid particles Extracellular fluid Specific molecules 

Description Pseudopodia extend outwards 
from the cell to enclose the 
solid particles 
Vesicles formed usually fuse 
with lysosomes containing 
hydrolytic enzymes to digest 
these macromolecules 

Droplets of 
extracellular fluid 
are incorporated 
into small vesicles 

Coated pits form vescicles when 
specific molecules bind to receptor 
proteins on cell surface 
Coated pits are reinforced by 
clathrin 
Selective form of endocytosis allows 
cells to take up specific molecules 
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