
Should college athletes be paid and 
provided with additional advantages? 

 
The issue of whether or not college athletes should be paid and provided with 
additional advantages has been a contentious one for many years. While some 
argue that college athletes generate significant revenue for their universities 
and should be compensated for their efforts, others believe that paying college 
athletes goes against the amateur nature of college sports and could lead to 
issues with fairness and equity. In this essay, we will explore both sides of the 
debate. 

 

Arguments in Favor of Paying College Athletes: 

 

1. Revenue Generation: College athletes generate significant revenue for 
their universities through ticket sales, merchandise, and television 
contracts. In some cases, the amount of revenue generated by college 
sports programs can be in the millions of dollars. Given the significant 
contribution of athletes to the financial success of their universities, it is 
only fair that they receive some form of compensation. 

 

2. Time Commitment: College athletes are often required to dedicate 
significant amounts of time to their sport, which can impact their ability 
to work and earn money in other ways. Providing athletes with some 
form of compensation would help to ensure that they are not financially 
disadvantaged by their participation in college sports. 

 

3. Inequality: The current system of college sports often leads to 
inequalities between athletes and coaches, with coaches earning 
significantly more than the athletes they coach. Providing athletes with 
compensation would help to address this imbalance and ensure that 
athletes are fairly compensated for their efforts. 
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