who had resided three years at Oxford, introduced him to Cardinal Barberini; and he at a
musical entertainment waited for him at the door, and led him by the hand into the assembly.
Here Selvaggi praised him in a distich and Salsilli in a tetrastick; neither of them of much
value. The Italians were gainers by this literary commerce: for the encomiums with which
Milton repaid Salsilli, though not secure against a stern grammarian, turn the balance
indisputably in Milton's Favour.

Of these Italian testimonies, poor as they are, he was proud enough to publish them before his
poems; though he says, he cannot be suspected but to have known that they were said non
tam de se, guam supra se.At Rome, as at Florence, he staid only two months; a time indeed
sufficient if he desired only to ramble with an explainer of its antiquities or to view palaces
and count pictures, but certainly too short for the contemplation of learning, policy, or
manners.

From Rome he passed on to Naples, in company of a hermit; a companion from whom little
could be expected, yet to him Milton owed his introduction to Manso, marquis of Villa, who
had been before the patron of Tasso. Manso was enough delighted with his accomplishments
to honour him with a sorry distich, in which he commends him for everything but his
religion; and Milton in return addressed him in a Latin poem, which must have raised a high
opinion of English elegance and literature. His purpose was now to have visited Sicily and
Greece, but hearing of the differences between the king and parliament, he thought it
proper to hasten home rather than pass his life in foreign amusements while his cou men
were contending for their rights. He therefore came back to Rome, though tw

informed him of plots laid against him by the Jesuits, for the libe ersations on

religion. He had sense enough to judge that there wa erefore kept on his
way, and acted as before, neither obtrudmg n %g roversy. He had perhaps given
some offence by visiting Galileo, t n the In %{r)n for philosophical heresy;
and at Naples he Was to h% y hIS mar@% eligious questions, he had
excluded hlmse dIS mctlons d otherwise have paid him. But such
condu not please C|ently safe; and Milton staid two months more

at Ro d went on to Florence thout molestation.

From Florence he visited Lucca. He afterwards went to Venice, and having sent away a
collection of Musick and other books travelled to Geneva, which he probably considered as
the metropolis of orthodoxy. Here he reposed as in a congenial element, and became
acquainted with John Diodati and Frederick Spanheim, two learned professors of Divinity.
From Geneva he passed through France, and came home after an absence of a year and three
months.At his return he heard of the death of his friend Charles Diodati; a man whom it is
reasonable to suppose of great merit, since he was thought by Milton worthy of a poem,
intituled Epitaphium Damonis, written with the common but childish imitation of pastoral
life. He now hired a lodging at the house of one Russel, a taylor in St. Bride's Churchyard,
and undertook the education of John and Edward Philips, his sister's sons. Finding his rooms
too little he took a house and garden in Aldersgate street, which was not then so much out of
the world as it is now, and chose his dwelling at the upper end of a passage that he might
avoid the noise of the street. Here he received more boys, to be boarded and instructed. Let
not our veneration for Milton forbid us to look with some degree of merriment on great
promises and small performance, on the man who hastens home because his countrymen are
contending for their liberty, and, when he reaches the scene of action, vapours away his
patriotism in a private boarding-school. This is the period of his life from which all his
biographers seem inclined to shrink. They are unwilling that Milton should be degraded to a



