
ecosystems. They are effective biocontrol agents of several 

plant pathogens. Baculoviruses are pathogens that attack 

insects and other arthropods. The majority of baculoviruses 

used as biological control agents are in the genus 

Nucleopolyhedrovirus. These viruses are excellent candidates 

for species-specific, narrow spectrum insecticidal 

applications. They have been shown to have no negative 

impacts on plants, mammals, birds, fish or even on non-

target insects. This is especially desirable when beneficial 

insects are being conserved to aid in an overall integrated 

pest management (IPM) programme, or when an ecologically 

sensitive area is being treated. 

MICROBES AS BIOFERTILISERS: 

With our present day life styles environmental pollution is a 

major cause of concern. The use of the chemical fertilisers to 

meet the ever-increasing demand of agricultural produce has 

contributed significantly to this pollution. Of course, we have 

now realised that there are problems associated with the 

overuse of chemical fertilisers and there is a large pressure to 

switch to organic farming – the use of biofertilizers. 

Biofertilizers are organisms that enrich the nutrient quality of 

the soil. The main sources of biofertilizers are bacteria, fungi 

and cyanobacteria. the nodules on the roots of leguminous 

plants formed by the symbiotic association of Rhizobium. 

These bacteria fix atmospheric nitrogen into organic forms, 

which is used by the plant as nutrient. Other bacteria can fix 
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