
 
Understand the location origin insertionand nervesupply for
Temporalis
Masseter
MedialPterygoid
LateralPterygoid

Action of these fourmuscles

the initialphase of mechanical digestiontakesplace intheoralcavity
andis known as mastication chewing
Theteethbiteoff chunks of foodwhich are ground between the
teeth
This action inducesthe secretion of saliva
the tongue mixes the chewed food with the saliva ensuringthat
it is moistenedand reduced into a soft pulp
when it reaches the stomach enzymes and acid continue to
chemically breakdown thefood

The muscles of mastication are the strong muscles involved in
chewing they forciblyopenandclose the the mandible jaw as
wellas move it forwardsandbackwards and from side to side
they include

I Temporalis A large fanshaped muscle on the lateral surface
of the head

Origin temporalbone inferior temporallines

Insertion Mandible coronoid process

Action Elevate and retract the mandible
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Origin Zygomaticbone arch

Insertion mandible ramus

Action Elevate the mandible

3 Medial pterygoid A rectangularmuscle locateddeep to the mandible

origin sphenoidbone ummmm ni
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iInsertion mandible angle

Action Opensandclosesthejaw moves thejawfromsidetoside
and forwards to backwards
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