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“The Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it sees Him not, neither knows Him;  

but you know Him, for He dwells with you and shall be in you.” 
John 14:17. 

 
THE part of the text on which we shall meditate is this—“The Spirit of Truth, you know Him, for He dwells with 

you and shall be in you.” Observe that the Holy Spirit is here called the Spirit of Truth. There is much meaning in this 
expression. He is the Teacher of the Truth of God, unalloyed Truth, practical, divinely effective Truth of God. He never 
teaches anything but the Truth of God. If it comes from the Spirit of God, we may receive it from Him without any hesi-
tation. It is He that takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto us. And these things are true and He thus proves 
Himself to be the Spirit of Truth. 

He is the very Spirit and soul of Truth, the essence, the life and power of it. Divine Truth, when merely heard, takes 
no effect upon the mind until the Spirit of God enlivens it, and then it becomes a quickening force. He makes the Truth of 
God itself, in its reality and substance, to enter the soul and affect the heart. He is the Teacher of Truth and He is Himself 
the active power that makes Truth to be Truth to us in the assurance of our inmost souls. He is the Spirit of Truth in this 
sense, too, that He works truthfulness in His people. In those with whom the Holy Spirit works effectually “there is no 
deceit.”  

They are open-hearted, honest, sincere and true. They have an intense affection for the Truth of God and a zeal for it. 
They are by His truthful influence preserved from deadly error. If it were possible, false teachers would deceive even the 
elect. But where the Spirit of God dwells, He detects for us the false from the true and He gives us the spirit of a sound 
mind by which we reject that which is false and cleave only to that which is revealed of God. In this sense He is the Spirit 
of Truth. And as He works truthfulness in His people, so the work that He does is always true and real work.  

You may get up an animal excitement and your converts will, in due time fail—but the Spirit of God works true 
conversion, sincere repentance and saving faith such as no sun of persecution can dry up and wither. He works deep con-
viction of sin and simple faith in the Lord Jesus. And these things abide in the heart. The new birth, as He works it, is not 
after the fancied manner of baptismal regeneration but after an effective spiritual manner so that a Divine life is imparted 
and the man becomes a child of God. He produces real sanctification—not the pretense of perfection but the reality of 
holiness. Everything the Spirit of God does is substance and not shadow. The baseless fabric of a vision is the work of 
man. But the eternal, abiding, everlasting work of Divine Grace is wrought by the Spirit of Truth alone. 

As He is the Spirit of Truth, we may be sure that whatever He sets His seal upon, is true. He will only bear witness to 
the Truth of God. He will not assist in maintaining error. Mark this word—careful observation will show that in pro-
portion as the nominal Church of the present day has departed from the truth of God, the Spirit of God has departed 
from her. He can never set His seal to a lie. The testimony of His sacred operation in “signs following,” is borne only to 
the Truth of God. If I preach to you that which is not the Word of the Lord, it will not be followed by the work of the 
Spirit of Truth. There will be no conversions among sinners and there will be no edification for the people of God.  

It is by the Truth of God as His instrument that the Spirit of God works. And we must be very careful that we do not 
bring forth any other instrument. Let us not talk, as some do, as if Scriptural doctrine were of little or no consequence. 
For where the doctrine is not of God, the Spirit of Truth is grieved and He will depart from such a ministry. Except we 
keep close to the Words of the Lord Jesus and the Revelation of the inspired Book, the Spirit of Truth will show His dis-
pleasure by refusing to use our utterances. In vain your music, your architecture, your learning and your “bright ser-
vices” if the Truth of God is given up. Farewell to the witness of the Spirit in the hearts of men when men are taught the 
inventions of men in the place of the Revelation of God. 
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