
College English: Post-Colonial Cri2cism in Literature 
Analyzing the impact of colonialism on narra4ve structures and themes in modern literature, with examples from authors like 
Chinua Achebe and Salman Rushdie. 
 
 
CHINUA ACHEBE’S CONTRIBUTIONS 

Chinua Achebe's "Things Fall Apart" is a landmark in African literature as it portrays the 
struggle between traditional African life and the colonizing European power. Achebe sets scenes 
of pre-colonial life in Nigeria as a backdrop for the disruption caused by European colonization. 
Through the tragic hero, Okonkwo, who was a stubborn Igbo native, Achebe portrays the 
profound psychosocial transformations that British imperial rule engendered. His narrative 
challenges Eurocentric historical accounts and gives a voice to the previously voiceless. 
 
SALMAN ACHEBE’S NARRATIVE STYLE 

Salman Rushdie's "Midnight's Children" uses magical realism to weave the narrative of 
the tumultuous history of India’s independence and partition. The protagonist, Saleem Sinai, 
born at the stroke of midnight on the day of India's independence, is metaphorically bound to the 
nation's fate. Through Saleem’s fragmented memories and fantastical experiences, Rushdie 
critiques the post-colonial governance and the ongoing conflicts shaped by colonial legacies. His 
style explores the complexities of identity and nationhood in a postcolonial world. 
 
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

Both Achebe and Rushdie address themes of national identity, cultural fragmentation, and 
resistance, albeit in different manners. Achebe’s narrative is entrenched in realism and cultural 
reinvestment, while Rushdie’s work is characterized by fantastical leaps and boundless 
imagination. Despite these differences, both authors effectively critique postcolonial conditions, 
highlighting the ongoing conflicts and negotiations defining postcolonial states. 
 
CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE 

The issues raised by Achebe and Rushdie are pertinent in today's globalized world. They 
tackle the struggle between modernity and cultural heritage, the search for identity in a 
postcolonial setting, and the critique of power structures—crucial for understanding the 
dynamics of former colonies carving out their paths in the 21st century. Postcolonial literature 
enriches our understanding of historical impacts and informs contemporary debates on race, 
globalization, and identity. 
 
CONCLUSION: 

The works of Chinua Achebe and Salman Rushdie are key voices in postcolonial 
literature, capturing the painful and complex legacies left by colonial powers. Analyzing these 
texts through a postcolonial lens allows us to understand the ways in which colonial histories 
continue to shape political, cultural, and personal identities. Their stories urge readers to question 
accepted histories and become aware of the deeply intertwined strata of human experiences 
shaped by the forces of colonialism. 
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