Famous National and International News Agencies??7??

The Era of News Agencies

The newspaper industry played a significant role in the development of international
telegraph networks, to be able to exploit the rapid increase in demand for news, especially
the financial information required to conduct international commerce.

The establishment of the news agency was the most important development in the
newspaper industry of the nineteenth century, altering the process of news dissemination,
nationally and internationally.

The increasing demand among business clients for commerccie)in@%ﬂ'on - on

.

businesses, stocks, currencies, commaodities, har\@g&\@ that news agencies grew in

power and reach. The Frenc(h) W Ng(anc togc AFP) was founded in 1835, the
German a e(@ f;§¥849 andt @rit’ih Rgers in 1851. The US agency, Associated

Pe(s%P) was establisf@@i 8, but only the three European agencies began as

international ones; not until the turn of the century did an American agency move in this
direction.

From the start, Reuters made commercial and financial information its speciality, while
Havas was to combine information and advertising.

These three European news agencies, Havas, Wolff and Reuters, all of which were
subsidized by their respective governments, controlled information markets in Europe and
were looking beyond the continent to expand their operations.

In 1870 they signed a treaty to divide up the world market between the three of them. The

resulting association of agencies (ultimately to include about 30 members), became known



