Government 2305
November 13, 2015
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In the acclaimed sonnet “The New Colossus” American poet Emma Lazarus writes,
“Give us your poor, you're tired, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free...” Engraved
within the inside of an icon of freedom, the Statue of Liberty, this statement has come to define
the country of the United States of America. Even before its declaration of independence in
1776, the United States was a haven for those seeking a better life. Flocking to this country by
the thousands, immigrants past and present have journeyed to the land of the free in an attempt to
obtain a lifestyle based upon the United States’ concept of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” With more and more people entering the country, the United States quickly evolved
into the ultimate melting pot that welcomed any and all who desired to become a part of it.
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In order to fully understand the disadvantages that have developed as a result of illegal
immigration, it is crucial to also understand the evolution of immigration policies throughout the
history of the United States. Looking back in the time period of Ellis Island, there were only a
handful of policies and restrictions in regards to allowing immigrants into the country. The
majority of immigrants in the late nineteenth century arrived in the country on boats. According
to most information, the individuals who were denied entry to the United States and immediately
sent back to their homeland were those who were simply deemed criminals, anarchists, or
carriers of disease (Eyewitness History 1). These restrictions address one central purpose: to
ensure the well being and protection of United States and its citizens. In essence, the goal to
protect the country and its people has not changed and still lives on within the contemporary



