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The Focus box:

Teacher efficacy examines the factors that contribute to the confidence teachers have
to successfully achieve their goals related to classroom instruction, reflective
teaching, classroom management, engaging students, motivating students and other
stakeholders in the educational process, as well as other related areas that contribute

to the grawing under:standing of what makes teachers efficacious.
Why study efficacy?

As stated earlier, Ashton (1984) reviewed research that shows there are two components to
teacher expectations:

« the teacher believes that, in general, students can learn the material;
s the teacher believes that these particular students can leam under his or her direction.

Ashton (1984) also states that there are eight dimensions to the development of teacher
efficacy.

DIMENSIONS OF TEACHER EFFICACY e CO \XM
The teacW@m%fk as meaningful
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1. A sense of personal
accomplishment

2. Positive expe
student beh
achlev gle

student learning lto examine performance.

Must plan for student learning, set goals for
themselves, and |dent|fy strategies to achieve
them.

|Feels good about teaching, about self, and

4. Strategies for achieving
objectives

5. Positive affect about students.

6. Sense of control Believes (s)he can influence student learning.

7. Sense of commoniDevelops a joint venture with students fo
teacher/student goals accomplish goals.

Involves students in making decisions regarding
goals and strategies.

8. Democratic decision making
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