Outline and explain the origin of a chosen idea (from the seven isms), the
role of an individual in the promotion of an idea, responses to the idea
(supporters / opponents) and changes to the idea over time.

Egalitarianism Definition:

Egalitarianism is a trend of thought in political philosophy. An egalitarian favors equality of
some sort: People should get the same, or be treated the same, or be treated as equals, in
some respect. The French word, egalitarianism (deriving from the word equal) can be best
described as the belief in the equality of all men

ORIGINS OF EGALITARIANISM:

-Egalitarianism originated with the beginning of the enlightenment. The Age of
Enlightenment was an era from the 1620s to the 1780s in which cultural and intellectual
forces in Western Europe emphasized reason, analysis, and individualism rather than the
traditional lines of rights and authority.

-The Enlightenment was a powerful force in the movement for equal
rights. Its writers questioned the established order, including the distribution of ppwer. This
meant examining how states were governed and how decisions were n@e,@j&ée
individual’s part in that process. c *

Many Europeans were ruled by autocratic monar 'ﬁe?ited the throne and
ruled by ‘divine right’. Most decisions weﬂ@%wmonarch, sometimes with advice
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The Social C 7@ an-Jacque gj , b&Eins with the statement, ‘Man is born
fr?lv @ ere heisi aintained that ‘no man has natural authority over
his ¥ellow’.

THOMAS JEFFERSEN AND EGALITARIANISM:
- Thomas Jeffersen promoted the idea of egalitarianism, by writing the declaration of
independence, which asked for equality amongst all men.

- The Americans formed strong opinions on rights and freedom during their time
under British rule and these opinions were written in Thomas Jefferson’s
“Declaration of Independence”. Thomas Jefferson was an American founding father
and also the author of the Declaration of Independence. Jefferson was described as
“a father figure for the whole country” and Jefferson’s hopes and beliefs were
famously documented in The Declaration of Independence, which was signed on the
4™ of July 1776. “The Declaration of Independence” was based on John Locke’s ideas
of human nature. This declaration touches on strong ideas of egalitarianism through
the way Jefferson rebels against British government and establishes new ideas
about the natural rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. The
“Declaration of Independence”, was a classic example of the role of egalitarianism
as it showed that the American’s had a strong belief in the statement, “every man
should be considered equal”.
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