Mr. Narendra Modi has a humble origin unlike any pseudo-secular leader. He was not born with a
silver spoon in his mouth. The Modi family originally hailed from nondescript Navdotra Village in
Banaskantha district of Gujarat which was then a part of Bombay Presidency (Maharashtra state).

His ancestor Manganlal Ranchhoddas left his native village to set up a grocery store in Vadnagar.
Manganlal had only one son, Mulchand who, after the death of his father took over his father’'s grocery shop.
Mulchand’s son Damodardas was the father of Narendra Modi. He was fifth son of his father. Narendra was
born on 17t September, 1950. His eldest brother was born in 1944. The second brother Amit was born in
1946. So Narendra Modi is the youngest son of his father who was known for honesty, and humanitarian
outlook. His eldest brother Som completed senior secondary school education and subsequently acquired a
diploma in sanitary science. After completing studies Amit became turner in a private company in Odhav.
Narendra has one sister, Vasanti born in 1955. His two younger brothers, Prahlad and Pankaj were born in
1955 and 1958 respectively. Being too poor to afford higher education Pankaj after completing his school
education, joined the Information Department of the Gujarat government. His ninety five year old mother,
who has lost hearing stays with her eldest son Som in the Ranip area of Ahemdabad. His younger brother
runs a fair price shop in the state capital. Prahlad, works as an ordinary clerk in the Information Department
in Gandhinagar. As chief Minister of the state, Narendra Modi never went out of way to help his brother who
leads a modest life in their respective villages. Had he done so, he could have raised them from dust to
skies as is the case with other politicians. He never visits his home to see his brother. It shows that Mr. Modi
is impeccable honest in his public dealings. He is completely dedicated to his mission which is the service of
the people of Gujarat.

The house where Modi was born and brought up had just three rooms. All these rooms
accommodated such a large family. They served as a bed room, kitchen and sitting room. In one corner of
the bed room, all the members of the family would worship, for all of them were deeply religious minded
people. This was the first place where Narendra Modi learnt the high principles of morality, ility and
catholicity that serve as the bed rock of the Hindutav of which the Chief Minister of Gujarat %ardent
supporter. Like his brothers Narendra acquired his primary school IeveI educa ment run
institution. Later on he was enrolled in Bhagavatacharya High School. @; have a very high
opinion of Narendra. He is remembered as a bright student who dlish and social studies. He
proved a good debater in his school. The art of orat ry |s audience, was learnt by young
Modi during his school days.
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finally decided to be a Pracharak (whole time worker) of the RSS. His family members were keen to marry
their son. But young Modi turned down their plea. He has all along remained a bachelor. The young boy was
“tremendously influenced by the life and works of Swami Vivekananda whom we regard the morning star of
the Indian Renaissance (social awakening). When Narendra was seventeen years old, he joined college in
Visnagar. “He decided to quite both home and studies to set off for the Himalaya in search of supreme truth
and spiritual knowledge. His decision came as a rude shock to the family that did not know how to react. A
traditional farewell was given to him” (M.V.Kamath in Narendra Modi the architect of Gujarat, Page 43).

Glamour, power and wealth meant nothing to Modi. His main aim was to serve his people,
irrespective of caste, creed or religion. At last he became RSS Pracharak. By dint of his hard work and
devotion to the Hindutv Vichardara (Philosophy) he became a prominent person in the RSS fold. He rose to
the position of the General Secretary of the RSS. “The arrival of Jayaprakash Narayan, popularly known as
JP, in Ahmedabad gave Modi an opportunity to meet. He had come here to launch Navnirman movement in
Guijarat in the wake of the emergency imposed by Mrs. Indira Gandhi. In this movement RSS workers took a
prominent part. Like other RSS workers Narendra Modi went underground in Gujarat. As an underground
worker, Narendra had to don various disguises. In Gujarat the Congress Government had to face many
odds as a result of the mass movement led by Navnirman Santi. Congress ministry was so often changed in
Gujarat. Ultimately Madhav Singh Solanki became state Chief Minister in 1976. Mrs. Indira Gandhi was
forced to lift emergency. Elections were held and consequently Janata Government came to power at the
centre. Narendra was shifted by the party to Delhi where he was appointed General Secretary of the BJP.

That was a turning point in the life of 59 year old Modi. He was also appointed a number of BJP’s
All India Election Committee. In Gujarat, the BJP started itching for a political showdown with the Congress
(I) and it was able to win twenty seats from Gujarat in the Lok Sabha elections held in May 1991. Narendra’'s
success as hard working BJP leader “stirred jealousy among his seniors and the new BJP president
Shanker Singh Vaghela declined to include Narendra in his team. The spat between Vaghela and Modi
ultimately resulted in the dismissal of Vaghela from the party which had elevated him as the Chief Minister of



